


“To help Cambodian villagers grow
rice year round, we built a dam that
collects water during the rainy season
and releases it during the dry season.
Now the villagers can double the amount |5
of rice they grow, giving them essential
food and income. It feels great to help
change the lives of people so far away."

“| work with animal caretakers
to design habitats that
penguins will accept as their
real life home. | love the creative
challenges that are part of my
work, like simulating rocks that
the birds would naturally climb on
but are also easy to clean.”

“Iove spending time with the people who
will benefit from my projects. When | meet
people at their homes and
we can't hear each other
over the freeway noise, |
know my work will change
the quality of their lives.”

—-Matt Sisul and Wil Cao, friends and civil
engineers, volunteer with the international
humanitarian organization, Engineers

—Erin Fletcher, civil
Without Borders.

engineer, develops noise
barriers that make life
quieter for neighborhoods
near freeways.

-Jennifer Nakayama, civil engineer,
designs animal habitats at SeaWorld.

When the 2008 Sichuan earthquake hit, cities and towns were “Share the road.” That's the call for cars and bikes to
destroyed and millions were left homeless. Yan Xiao, a USC coexist peacefully, but it's not always easy. Sometimes
*‘f‘ engineering professor who was visiting China at the time, saw the it can be downright dangerous. To help change that,
disaster area first-hand and got to work designing new schools a group of civil engineering students at Northeastern
g l that could be constructed quickly. University in Boston designed bike lanes to make their

city safer for cycling.
What makes these schools great? They're inexpensive, easy-to- ‘ '

assemble, earthquake resistant, and fireproof. To top it off, they're Although Boston has several bike paths running
made from bamboo—a green and sustainable construction through parks, they are separated from each other
material that’s widely available in China. by busy roads. The students mapped out a plan to
connect three popular routes, making it possible
to ride uninterrupted from one end of the city

to the other.
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